Continuous infusion diaziquone and etoposide: a phase I study in adult patients with acute leukemia.
Diaziquone (AZQ) and etoposide (VP-16) were administered as simultaneous 5-day continuous infusions to 27 patients with acute leukemia (22 with acute myeloid leukemia (AML), three with chronic myeloid leukemia in blast crisis (CML-B), and two with acute lymphocytic leukemia) at four different doses in a phase I trial. Gastrointestinal toxicity, primarily stomatitis, was dose limiting, occurring in six of 10 patients at the highest dose level. Diarrhea was the only other grade 3 toxicity noted (three of 10 at the highest dose level). The duration of bone marrow aplasia was excessive at the highest dose (median 48 days to granulocytes greater than 500/mm3, range 33-67) but acceptable (31 days) at the maximum tolerated dose: AZQ 28 mg/m2/day x 5 days, VP-16 150 mg/m2/day x 5 days. Complete remissions were seen in seven patients (six AML, one CML-B) and a partial remission in one patient with AML. The median duration of unmaintained complete remission was 3 months (range 1.5-26+).